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Eliza Ann Thrasher 
                                                 
 As we undertake our research into people of the 
past, either family or just those who interest us, we 
gather names, dates, facts and events. Hopefully we 
learn where these people were and what they did. 
However, unless we have personal letters or diaries 
we do not always understand the motivation behind 
their actions. We can only take each event and try 
to understand how that impacted on what courses 
they followed as sometimes those actions ostracized 
them from their family and society, leading to their 
disappearance from the records and perhaps finally 
emerging under distressing circumstances. 
 
 Such is the case of Eliza Thrasher, she is not one 
of my ancestors but actions by my ancestor would 
have had a profound effect upon Eliza. 
 
 Eliza Ann Thrasher was baptised on 5th Nov 
1847 at All Soul’s Church, Northampton. The family, 
parents, John and Hannah (nee Payne), William 6, 
John 4, Frederick 1 and now Eliza lived in Bridge 
Street Nuneaton. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Picture: Reproduced from the “Our Warwickshire “ website @ Warwickshire 
County Record Office. Ref: PH (N), 882/949, img:4088. Bridge Street, 
September 26th 1959.) 
 
John was a boatman and probably would have plied 
his trade along the stretch of the Coventry to 
Birmingham Canal near Nuneaton and as they are 
recorded as living in Bridge Street, John and family 
would not have lived on a boat but moved cargo for 
short distances up and down the local canal. This 
was a time of change, the age of the canal was being 
challenged by the coming of the railways. Nuneaton 
railway Station being opened in 1847. Perhaps they 
faced straightened times as in the next few months 
the family moved to Stoke on Trent, the not 
inconsiderable distance of around 60 miles. 
Accompanying them was Eliza’s Grandfather, John 
Payne. 
 
 A change of place also meant a change of 
occupation, from boatman to beerseller. Their 
premises was in Wharf Street Stoke, perhaps it was 
owned by another former boatman who was to play 



a part in the family’s story, John Pritchard. Had the 
family wished to enjoy a new life unfortunately 
events conspired against it as on 18th January 1852, 
aged only 35 John Thrasher succumbed to Phithsis. 
What today would be called TB. 
 

 
   The move to Stoke may not have been so 
random as Henry Savory, the husband of the 
informant on John’s death certificate, Elizabeth 
Savory, was also a boatman who had moved from 
Warwickshire some years previously and they also 
lived on Wharf Street. The family connection to 
Warwickshire was not broken as John’s body was 
returned and buried, on 22nd January 1852, in Exhall, 
his home town. Perhaps, because of the extensive ties 
to the boating community, the return was John’s last 
journey by canal. 
 
 In 1852 there were no benefits for a young 
widowed mother. Hannah could continue as a 
beerseller, but with a very young family, (a young 
baby and 4 others under 11) it would be difficult. 
There was a family friend, also a widower and so 
expediently Hannah married John Pickard in the 
Autumn of 1853 in Wolverhampton. Hannah’s new 
husband’s character can only be guessed at from 
several entries in the local newspapers, detailing 



brushes with the law over excise violations, perhaps 
both in his licenced business and the grocery shop 
which was attached to the Crown and Anchor on 
Wharf Street. There were additional charges of 
cruelty because he continued to use a horse which 
was lame and consequently died. 
 
 By 1861, the family, with John Pickard at its 
head had moved to Copeland Street, still in the 
brewery trade. They had lodgers, one, another 
boatman from Weston upon Trent, 21 year old, 
Josiah Barker. Had he met John Thrasher or John 
Pickard whilst they were working on the canal? 
Josiah was the person to have a profound effect on 
the lives of 2 very young women, Eliza Ann 
Thrasher and my Great Grandmother, Mary 
Woodvine. In 1861, Eliza was just 14 while Josiah was 
21. They married 3 years later. Daughter, Hannah 
was born in 1865 and was registered in Shelton. For 
a short period things seemed to improve for Eliza as 
her brother, Frederick, married Emily Cooper on 16th 
April 1866 at Hanley, St. Luke. 
 
 The brighter times were short lived as one day 
in 1867 Eliza’s Grandfather, John Payne, went to 
John Pickard’s stable. While he was there a horse 
trampled on John’s foot. Over the next 3 weeks the 
injury became infected and Eliza’s Grandfather 
died. The following year Eliza and Josiah’s baby, 
John, died shortly after his birth. Son, Stephen John, 
was born in 1870. The family returned to Wharf 
Street the following year. One bright  event on the 



horizon was the marriage of Eliza’s brother, Stephen 
to Margaret Ashley at Stoke St. Peter’s on 14th April 
1877 when Eliza and brother, Frederick, both signed 
as witnesses. 
 
  The next 2 years proved to be the breaking 
point for Eliza. Having reached the age of 12, 
daughter, Hannah would have been expected to 
have gone on to have a full life ahead of her but 
sadly, on 12th April 1878, at 12, Copeland Street, 
Hannah Elizabeth died of enteritis. This tragedy 
was followed on 20th May 1880, by the death of 
Eliza’s mother, Hannah Pickard (Payne) at just 63 
years of age. 
 
 It can only be surmised what effect these events 
had on Eliza, depression, unreasonable behaviour, 
drinking? Was Josiah affected too, from the 
following events it would seem not as in July, at the 
latest, Josiah took son, Stephen and abandoning 
Eliza, moved in up the road to 2, Johnson’s Square, 
with 15 year old Mary Woodvine, where, on 21st 
March 1881 Mary gave birth to their son. 
 
 Whatever pain Josiah had inflicted on Eliza he 
was soon to have the tables turned as he was left 
alone as Mary moved on with their son, to pastures 
new. But what of Eliza? Josiah had only taken son, 
Stephen so daughter, Eliza Ann, must have 
remained with her. Married with their own families, 
brother, Stephen lived in Copeland Street, having 
taken in widowed Father in Law, John Pickard. 



Why did he and brother, Frederick, not take in Eliza 
and their niece? Was Eliza’s behaviour the reason, 
after all ,John Pickard was actually step father in 
law, but, the house in Copeland Street may have 
belonged to John. 
 
 Despite every effort Eliza and her daughter are 
nowhere to be found, from the time of Josiah’s 
desertion in 1880 until 1901. There are criminal and 
workhouse documents which record an Elizabeth 
and even an Eliza Barker but they cannot be linked 
definitively to our Eliza or her daughter. There are 
2 possible entries for daughter, Eliza, as a servant in 
Manchester in 1901 but still not tangible proof. 
Again in Manchester an Eliza Barker was fined for 
being drunk. Son, Stephen was also found in the 
Manchester area, but still Eliza was not nearby. 
 
 The first definitive sighting of daughter, Eliza 
was at St. John’s Church, Longsight, Manchester, as 
at 19 she married 22 year old, William Wood, a 
painter and son of a railway platelayer, also 
William Wood. They soon had a son, William, but 
when he was 13 months, old baby William and 
Mother, Eliza, were in the workhouse. Husband, 
William was not with his family in the workhouse so 
were mother and son there because baby William 
was ill? The workhouse was the go to place when 
people could not afford to see a doctor. They were 
only there for a few weeks. 
 



 It was four more years before there is a record 
for our Eliza and sadly it was a record of her death. 
The recorded cause may contain a clue as to what 
had afflicted her during her missing years. 
 

 
Cirrhosis of the liver could indicate addiction to 
alcohol. Had alcohol been the means she had chosen 
to block out her abandonment and sadnesses of her 
life. She had lived in a pub for a good part of her life, 
had she been tempted by the availability of the 
means of drowning her sorrows. Both daughter, 
Eliza and son, Stephen, lived in the area where Eliza 
died. Did Eliza keep in touch with her Mother or did 
someone contact her to inform her that she should be 
with her Mother in her last hours as she was the 
informant, present at Eliza Barker, nee Thrasher’s 
death. 
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New Discovery for Eliza Thrasher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
This photograph is the modern Copeland Street, 
Stoke. The substantial boundary on the left shields 
the inhabitants of Stoke from what is colloquially 
known as The Potteries “D” Road, (the A500). 
Construction of this major road obliterated Wharf 
Street, Stoke. The canal running along the other side. 
Copeland Street and Wharf Street contained several 
of Stoke’s many public houses/ beer houses. It was to 
a Wharf Street pub into which the Thrasher family 
moved when they made the change from 
Warwickshire to Staffordshire. It was only a matter 
of a couple of years before Eliza’s father died of 
Phthsis and her mother remarried John Pritchard. 
Many public houses at the time took in lodgers, not 
always the commodious lodgings we might think of 
today but perhaps shared rooms and even taking 
turns in the beds. The pubs on Copeland Street and 
Wharf Street were no exception. 
 



 As a group we realize that the women we 
research and write about were real people, not just 
subjects for stories and in many cases have 
descendants. Our aim is not only to highlight the 
problems they faced but to make sure that if there 
are descendants they are not distressed by the 
information we discover. Eliza is one such lady. I 
have known for some time that Eliza was the 
ancestor of Marian Jean Wood and when I chose 
Eliza’s story for our project I asked Marian if she 
would mind. She was happy for us to add Eliza to 
our ladies. 
 
 Very shortly after the story was included 
Marian contacted me with more news. She had 
uncovered a disturbing newspaper report. When 
Hannah Thrasher, Eliza’s mother, had married John 
Pritchard they managed The Rose and Crown in 
Wharf Street. Eliza was 7 years old and had a 
younger brother. For whatever reason, it was 
probably a regular occurrence, Eliza was left alone 
to look after her sibling. A room in the pub was 
occupied by a lodger, John Wildblood. The 
Staffordshire Sentinel newspaper report for 9th June 
1855, continues the story. 

 



 Following this tragic information I looked to see 
if Wildblood had had any more similar convictions. I 
did not find any more convictions but did find his 
early death just 3 years later in rather unseemly 
circumstances, in a privy at his place of work. It 
was reported in the Staffordshire Advertiser for 27th 
November in 1858. 

 
 
 
                                                                         
  

 
Despite the inquest jury finding that he “Died 

from natural causes” I wondered if there was any 
more detail on the death certificate with perhaps 
more sinister circumstances.  Unfortunately it only 
confirmed, natural causes. He was buried in Stoke 
Parish Church.  He had obviously moved a little 
distance away to Shelton after the assault. 

 
Burial in Stoke Parish Registers 

 
 
 
     
 Eliza had fallen foul of a lodger in 1855, she was 
to fall into the clutches of another lodger, Josiah 



Barker when she married him aged just 17. Eliza’s 
story from an early age was tragic, but in these 
times when people lived cheek by jowl in cramped 
conditions she was in all probability, sadly, not the 
only one.   
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